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OER
• First coined by UNESCO in 2002
• at its Forum on the Impact of Open Courseware for 
Higher Education in Developing Countries
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Open Content
• First used by David Wiley, Associate Professor of 
Instructional Psychology and Technology at Brigham 
Young University, USA
• Refers to all types of materials (music, video, text); 
may not necessarily have an educational purpose
To provide more equal access
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to knowledge and educational opportunities.
teaching, learning and research resources 
that reside in the public domain 
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or have been released under an 
intellectual property license 
that enables people to use, adapt and 
share the materials.
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
Learning content
• Courses
• Lesson plans
• Learning objects
• Modules
Software tools
• that support 
content
• Development
• Management
Implementation 
resources
• Intellectual 
property licences
that promote
• open licensing
• Lecture notes
• Powerpoint slides
• Videos
• Audio recordings
• Tests
• Re-use • other principles 
of best practice
January 2011Dr Tina Lim, Open University Malaysia 5
January 2011Dr Tina Lim, Open University Malaysia 6
 Part of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
 Exclusive rights, given to creators and 
authors to protect their original works (such 
as books, movies, music, paintings, software 
and photographs).
One cannot reproduce, copy or transmit 
copyright material to the public without the 
permission of the copyright owner. 
Default rule: All uses not expressly permitted 
by the copyright holder are prohibited
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OER until it is 
licensed with an 
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• OER website stays 
maintained and 
available
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Creative 
Commons
 Advantages of using a 
popular OER license: 
 People are more familiar 
with these licenses, and are 
therefore more likely to 
reuse the material
 Higher chances that the  
license is compatible with 
other OER
GNU Free 
Documentation
License 
(GFDL)
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Most popular 
open licenses
Note: Currently Creative 
Commons & GFDL are not 
compatible; Parts of the 
material could be licensed 
with Creative Commons and 
part GFDL, provided the 
different sections are clearly 
defined and marked
You let others copy, distribute, display, and perform your 
copyrighted work and derivative works based upon it 
— but only if they give credit the way you request.
You allow others to distribute derivative works only under a 
license identical to the license that governs your work.
BY
SA
Attribution
Share Alike
You let others copy, distribute, display, and perform your work 
and derivative works based upon it
— but for noncommercial purposes only.
You  let others copy, distribute, display, and perform only 
verbatim copies of your work, not derivative works based 
upon it.
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NC
ND
Non 
Commercial
No Derivatives
Attribution (BY)
Attribution Share Alike
Attribution No Derivatives
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Attribution Non-Commercial
Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike
Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives
 Easiest to monitor and manage:
 CC BY as default  anything originating from 
creator simply requires attribution and 
nothing more (Otago Polytechnic: Park and Blackall, 2008)
January 2011Dr Tina Lim, Open University Malaysia 12
 Choose the type of license you wish to use
When you choose a license, CC provides you 
with HTML you can use to add the license 
information to your site 
This is not a registration and CC does not 
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
retain a record of your selection.
http://creativecommons.org/choose/
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Creative Commons is working with The Multimedia Development 
Corporation to create Malaysia jurisdiction-specific licenses from the 
generic Creative Commons licenses.
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Revise 
• insert and 
Remix
• remix 
Redistribute
• share the 
remove 
components
• change 
sequence of 
learning 
activities
images, 
text, audio 
and video
original or 
derivative 
work
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Assess the validity and reliability of the OER
Check for license compatibility
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Crucial to clarify ownership.
• All employees to cede ownership to the institution?
• Employee retains the copyright, but license their materials to 
the institution?
Review  institution's policy or guidelines on 
ownership of resources developed by employees:
• Check whether your educational resources include content 
created by others, for example images or diagrams that were 
copied from a website into lecture presentation slides
• If the materials are not already licensed under an open license, 
options are to remove, replace or relicense
Third party materials – Clearing copyright
• Review the existing laws and regulations. Develop a licensing 
strategy that fits with university policy
Legal counsel
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• Funded OER proposals   
Open Educational 
Resources Initiative, 
Hewlett Foundation
• Material by subject areas and grade levels 
(primary, secondary, post-secondary)  
OER Commons
• Open courses and course materials  
OpenCourseWare
consortium, MIT 
• Discussion forums, DIY resource, Findings 
from OECD studies   
The Virtual University 
by UNESCO
• Course materials by Topics , each with a 
Discussion Forum
OpenLearn, OUUK
• Open textbooks
Community College 
Consortium for OER
• Open courses and course materials
• Student and instructor resources
Carnegie Mellon Open 
Learning Initiative
 Established by the South African Institute for 
Distance Education (SAIDE)
 Seed funding from the Hewlett Foundation 
Wide variety of projects and partnerships 
running across Africa
 2 pilot OER projects in Africa for Agriculture 
and Nursing
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 Used OERs for 4 of AeU’s programmes 
 Grad Dip in Early Childhood Education
 M Ed
 Post Grad Dip in Higher Education 
 PhD in Education
 Different approaches were utilised: 
 Using OERs in their original forms
 Re-versioning 
 Re-packaging of OERs 
 Hyperlinking to non-OERs.
 Presented a PEDAGOGICAL MODEL to guide 
selection and use of OER for instructional design
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 Partnership between UNESCO and the Nature 
Publishing Group
 First open online learning resource covering the 
entire life and physical science curriculum at the 
secondary and post-secondary level. 
Nature Publishing is the world's premier 
scientific publisher. As well as its flagship 
journals Nature and Scientific American, it 
publishes 70 other leading science journals. 
 It will contain 2500-3000 learning modules in all 
concepts of life and physical sciences arranged 
into standard curricula
 Licensed under CC-BY-SA
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 Processes used for closed systems in 
developing resources are also good for open 
learning systems.  
OER red herrings include the misconception 
that when an institution opens up its 
resources to all, it loses students. 
 Case in point of OU UK whose enrolment 
increased significantly when Open Learn (the 
OER site) was set up.
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 Tendency of giving less attention to the re-
use of resources as compared to making 
them available.  
 Re-use of OERs (building OER on OER) should 
be given more emphasis as it widens the 
usefulness of OERs. 
OERs should cover both formal and informal 
learning. 
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 Successful and sustainable use of OER is 
predicated upon meaningful integration into 
institutional or systemic processes (OER 
Africa)
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Susan D’Antoni, UNESCO
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1. Awareness raising
2. Communities and networking
3. Developing capacity
4. Quality assurance
5. Sustainability
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